FAQs for Preschool Parents

How much will tuition be for the 13-week preschool session?
Tuition has been set at $375/month for three days a week of in-person preschool. We will also provide a
weekly packet of at-home activities to match our weekly themes.

What does the 13-week preschool calendar look like?

Preschool will open for classes on March 1 and the last day of school will be Friday, May 28. Classes will meet
on Mondays, Wednesday, and Fridays from 9 a.m. to noon. Preschool will not close for spring break, however
classes will NOT meet on Friday, April 2 and Monday, April 5 for the Easter holiday.

It is possible preschool may have to close or delay the start of school for inclement weather, even with a March
reopening. These decisions will be made on a case-by-case basis.

Do children have to wear masks?

Yes, students will be required to wear masks to school. Staff members will be required to wear masks as well.
We will have extra child-sized masks on hand if a student forgets their mask or if their mask should become
soiled during the school day.

What does social distancing look like in a preschool classroom?

Typically, in our classrooms, you would see dress up clothes, stuffed animals, and other soft objects. These
items will be removed from our classrooms until it is safe for them to return for play. Toys will be cleaned in
between uses and at the end of the day. In the past, students have been allowed to self-select their centers
during free play. Currently, students will be assigned to a center and the center would be cleaned prior to the
next student rotating to the center. Art supplies and writing center implements would be available for anyone
to use before COVID-19. Now students would have to bring their personal school box of supplies with them to
the center (i.e. crayons, markers, scissors, etc.) encourage individual play over group play.

Will you teach the children about handwashing and social distancing?
Many of our initial lessons will cover the concept of social distancing, hand washing, and ways to stay healthy.
These topics will be discussed and taught in an age-appropriate manner as part of our “All About Me” unit.

Has your illness policy changed due to COVID-19?
Yes, out of an abundance of caution we have amended our illness policy to read as follows:
* Any students with any sign of fever/illness will be sent home immediately. NO EXCEPTIONS.
* Students with a fever will not be permitted to return to school for 72 hours (without use of a fever
reducer).
* Parents will need a physician’s return to school note after an illness. Proof of a negative COVID-19
test may be requested at any time before returning to school.
* Preschool must be notified is a student or student’s family member has been diagnosed with
COVID-19.

What will happen if a student, family member, or staff member tests positive for COVID-19?

A classroom will immediately close for a minimum of ten days if a student or staff member from the class has
had close contact with anyone testing positive for COVID-19. Families and staff must notify the school if they
have had close contact with someone testing positive for COVID-19. Anyone testing positive for COVID-19 will
be required to present proof of a negative test prior to return to school/work.



Will you issue tuition refunds if a class must close due to COVID-19 exposure?
No, we will not be able to issue a refund if a closure is necessary.

How wiill tuition be collected this year?

All families are encouraged to enroll in our Tuition Express program, which can be linked to a bank account or
credit card of your choice. Tuition will be debited on the 1st of the month. Any payments made after the 5th
will be assessed a $15 late fee. The tuition express enrollment form can be accessed at https://
s3.amazonaws.com/cdn.procaresoftware.com/pdfs/Tuition-Express/Tuition-Express-Parent-Authorization.pdf

Tuition checks can be mailed to:

Galilee Christian School
c/o Kathy Butler

45425 Winding Road
Sterling, VA 20165

How will the CDC and Virginia Department of Social Services recommendations and guidelines impact class
sizes?
At this time, our class sizes will be limited to a maximum of 12 students per classroom.

Will students still have snack during the school day?
We will not have snack time to minimize time spent without a mask. Please make sure your child eats
breakfast before coming to preschool.

Will you still have events like the Mother’s Day Tea or Donuts with Dads?
At this time, all large group events will be cancelled. We will not go on any field trips until further notice.

Will parent volunteers be needed or requested for classroom help?
At this time, parents will not be allowed to enter the school building unless it is an emergency. You may be
requested to send in a special item for class from time to time.

What does my child need for the first day of school?

Each child will need to bring a full change of clothes (including socks),a pack of 24 crayons, a pack of 8 broad-
line washable markers, and a pair of school-safe scissors on the first day of school. School supplies should be
sent in a gallon-size Ziploc bag labeled with the child’s name. The change of clothes, school box and other
materials will remain at school.

What should my child bring to school each day?

Students are encouraged to bring a water bottle to school daily. No other materials are needed, unless
requested by the teacher. Students will not be permitted to bring tote bags or backpacks to school at this
time.
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Do I have to complete a COVID symptom checker for my child before each school day?

Yes, you will need to compete a daily symptom checker for each child before they will be allowed to enter the
building. Students will also have their temperature taken upon entry. The daily symptom checker will be
emailed to families prior to the first day of school. It can also be accessed on the preschool website.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeepfglO46sH6Z07aaRMrRYX0e6R-ZYrCixViSwt3B5KqYa9Q/
viewform?usp=sf link

Staff will also complete the same symptom checker prior to coming to work each day and will have a
temperature screening upon entering the building, as well.

What will drop-off look like?

Parents will walk their child up to the school doors and wait for a staff member to greet them. At that time,
the child’s temperature will be taken, then they will then be escorted to their classroom by one of their
teachers. This process make take a few minutes as students will be walked to class one-at-a time. Parents will
not be allowed to walk their child to class. This is a big change to our usual drop-off procedure. Please talk to
your child about what to expect before the first day. Remember, quick goodbyes lead to drier eyes!

How will pick-up work?

Afternoon pick-up will run as it has in the past. You will be issued a sign for the passenger side window of your
vehicle with your child’s name. Vehicles will line up at the far end of the church parking lot (by the original
church building) and will pull up to the school doors in a line. Your child will be escorted out and helped into
your vehicle by one of their teachers. Please refrain from cell phone use during pick-up and stay in line until
the vehicle ahead of you moves. You may pull over on the playground side of the building to secure car seat
straps before getting onto the road. Please do not pull head-in to a parking space.

We will not allow walk-ups for pick-up at this time. Parents must pick up their child in their vehicle.

If you have any additional questions or a child-specific question, please email Amy at
amy.utterback@gqalileechristianschool.org
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